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The House is still organizing, neeting in commttees, and
waiting for a finalized budget fromthe Governor to begin
t he budget process. So far the House has passed 5

resol utions(resolutions don’'t carry the weight of |law and
one bill to add a second verse to the State Song. The bill
passed with overwhel mi ng approval.

To view the State song bill click bel ow
http://wwv. | egi s. state. ak. us/ basi s/ get_bill _text.asp?hsi d=HB0045A&sessi on=23

The Senate has passed one resolution and the Senators have
i ntroduced 65 bills conpared to 90 bills in the House

| NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG OUR FI SHERI ES( FI SHERI ES COVM TTEE)
Last week, the House Special Commttee on Fisheries
continued with overviews of various governnent agencies
supporting the fishing industry. The Commercial Fishing
Revol vi ng Loan Fund presented detailed information on the

| oans available to fisherman and prograns offered to people
for Product Quality Inprovenent. The purpose of these
overviews is to educate Conm ttee nenbers and the public
about fisheries issues.

We heard about marketing fromthe Al aska Seaf ood Marketing
Institute(ASM) and conditions fromthe Sal non Market
| nformati on Service, a McDowel|l G oup infornmation service.

This week we will be continuing the overviews by focusing
on the Al aska Departnment of Fish and Ganme, Conmerci al
Fisheries Division tonorrow at 8am Sport Fish and Habit at
Di visions at 8:30am Fri day.




The Fisheries Cormittee will be hearing HCR 6 (extension of
the Joint Legislative Task Force) HCR 6 extends the task
force for two years, however the commttee will anend the
bill to a one-year extension. Last year, federal funds
were appropriated to fund the task force with carry-over
funds avail able for an additional year.

Heal th and Soci al Services Information

For the next few weeks HESS wi Il be hearing overvi ews of
different divisions. Last week we covered the Division of
Fam |y and Youth Services and the Division of Juvenile
Justice, Division of Mental Health and Devel opnent al
Disabilities, as well as the Mental Health Trust Authority.

HB 51, a bill | introduced regarding generic |abeling on
prescriptions drugs will be heard this Thursday in the
House HESS committ ee.

Education Conmttee |Information

The Education Commttee heard HB 26, an act to increase the
foundation fornmula for base student allocations.

The intent of this bill is to roll the funds fromthe

suppl enental Learning Opportunity Gants (LOG into the
general education foundation fornmula.

HB 26 woul d i ncrease the base student allocation of the
foundation fornmula by $118, from $4,010 to $4, 128 per
student. The total funding increase for the general
educati on budget woul d equal $23,985,200. This is the
exact anmpount of past Learning Opportunity G ant(LOG
suppl enental education funds, and thus represents no real
increase in state education funding.

However, this change has two benefits: 1) It would rmake
the LOG fundi ng previously authorized on a yearly basis
nore certain, because it would be included in the
foundation forrmula. 2) The LOG funds are not applicable a
comunity’ s |local education funding cap, so by including
them we woul d effectively increase the maxi mum anmount of
fundi ng t hat
| ocal school districts provide-- an issue that is very
i nportant for the Kenai Peninsula School District.

| do support a net increase in state funding for education;
however, anendnents were proposed to the bill, which would
have increased the base student allocation. These



anendnments were msplaced. It is inportant to keep these
i ssues separate and introduce themin different bills.
Addi ng such anmendnments to House Bill 26 may ultimately,

hi nder the passage of the bill. | don’t think it would be
Wi se to jeopardi ze the benefits of HB 26 by linking it to
general education funding increases, which will be
considered later this | egislative session.

The commttee also heard HB 19, an act mandating early
fundi ng of education by April of each year. Both bills
were introduced by Kodi ak Representative Stevens. Neither
bill passed fromthe conmttee but will be brought up at a
later tine.

More Education info...Honer Tel econference with PTSO

Many people from Homer have contacted the office regarding
education funding. | nmet with the Parent, Teacher, Student
Organi zation (PTSO to tal k about the paranount effects
created by budget shortfalls. Currently, the projections
for next year could put us 2.9 mllion short. This would
nmean that 50+ teachers mght be laid-off next year in the
Kenai Borough. Homer Hi gh School could | ose 2 % positions.
Mysel f, along with other nenbers of the legislature are

| ooki ng at changi ng the foundation fornula, the education
nodel that provides state funding for education.

Kenai - Kodi ak(2K) Legi sl ators organi ze and hold constituent
Tel econference | ast week

Resi dents of the Kenai Peninsula and Kodi ak got the chance
to communi cate concerns with several nenbers of the Kenai-
Kodi ak Caucus of SouthCentral Al aska. Lawmakers hel d the
first constituent tel econference this past week. Those
attendi ng were nysel f, Sen. Tom Wagoner, Kenai, and Reps.
M ke Chenault, N kiski, Rep. Kelly Wl f, Homer, and Gary
St evens, Kodi ak. Sen. Al an Austerman of Senate District R
was not available for the tel econference.

Sen. Austernan Leaves Senate
Honer and Seward residents barely got to know their new
Senat or before he resigned fromthe State Senate yesterday

to take a job with Governor Miurkowski. Sen. Al an Austernman
will fill a position often referred to as the “fish Czar.”
The advi sor position will advise the Governor on

comerci al, sport and subsistence fisheries for the State
of Alaska. Most likely, the Governor will appoint a new



Senat or next week after receiving nom nations fromthe
| ocal district conmttees.

If you need to contact the staff please click bel ow
Lauren Radcliffe, Lauren Radcliffe@egis.state. ak.us
Caner on Your kowski, Cameron_Your kowski @ egi s. st at e. ak. us
Chris Knight, Chris_Knight@egis.state. ak. us



