Representatlve Ralph Samuels

Sponsor Statement
House Joint Resolution 4

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alaskarelating tothe
duration of aregular session.

By Representatives Samuels and Rokeberg

House Joint Resolution 4 proposes an amendment to Alaska's Constitution that would limit regular
legislative sessions to 90 consecutive calendar days. If this resolution passes, the proposed
constitutional amendment would be presented to the voters at the 2004 general election. The voters
would then decide the fate of this proposal.

Ninety days is more than enough time for the Legislature to complete its business. In an era of
decreasing budgets, reducing the session by thirty days would save state funds. Shorter sessions
would: (1) save approximately $1.5 million in per diem and staffing costs; (2) aid in candidate
recruitment; (3) and focus the public attention. Other states can do their work in 90 days or less --
Alaska should be able to accomplish thisalso. Fourteen other states have legislative session of 90
daysor less.

Another benefit of shorter sessionsisthat Alaskans want citizen-legislators. They feel legidlators
should be able to carry on alivelihood outside of legidative work. Shorter sessions would encourage
alarger number of peopleto run for office and still be able to make aliving at their everyday jobs.

Prior to 1984, the Legislature had no time limit on the number of daysit could remain in session. The
voters approved the present 120-day limit on November 6, 1984. Since that time, it has been amply
proven that the Alaska L egislature can operate within atime limit. It is now time to shorten that
session limit so that the business of the people can be addressed in a reasonable manner within a
reasonable time limit.

Y our positive consideration of this measure would be appreciated.
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