Sponsor Statement for HIR 49
State-Federal Joint Research Plan

Relating to preparation of a joint state-federal research and development
plan.

Released: April 11, 2002
Contact: Representative Lisa Murkowski's office at (907) 465-4954

HJR 49 requests that state and federal agencies work together to develop ajoint research
and development plan to help expand and diversify Alaska s economy, strengthen and
maintain state research institutions, and protect the health of Alaskans and the
environment of Alaska.

Alaska s economy is heavily dependent on the research and development activities of
public, private, and academic sectors to attract investment, jobs, and revenue to the state.
Effective research and development apply knowledge toward efficient resource
extraction, resource protection, provision of human health, and the export of intellectual

property.

The goal of thisjoint effort isto develop and present to the legislature a plan to identify
and assess areas of high economic potential for resource devel opment and tourism on
federal and state landsin Alaska.



