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Senate Continues Voc-Ed Support

(JUNEAU) — Adult vocational education programs across the state will continue to receive support
under a bill passed by the Senate today.

Senate Bill 137, sponsored by Sen. John Torgerson (R-Kasilof), extends the first year allocation
provisions of a program enacted in the 21% Alaska Legislature. Funds are again provided to three
publicly operated institutions: University of Alaska will receive $3 million, the Alaska Vocational and
Technical Center will receive $1 million and the Kotzebue Technical Center will receive $500,000.

“A review of the use of last years funds shows how necessary they were,” said Sen. John Torgerson (R-
Kasilof), sponsor of the bill. “The Alaska Vocational and Technical Center, for example, used the
money they received to replace welding equipment from the 1970’s. Now their students can train on the
same equipment they will find in the industry when they graduate.”

The University of Alaska Fairbanks serves rural Alaska via branch campuses in Bristol Bay, Chukchi,
Interior Aleutians, Kuskokwim, Northwest and Tanana Valley. University of Alaska Southeast serves
Juneau, Ketchikan and Sitka. The University of Alaska Anchorage serves the Kenai Peninsula, Kodiak,
Matanuska-Susitna and Prince William Sound.

“These institutions provide technical and vocational education for both urban and rural residents,” said
Torgerson. “With this funding we are making a valuable investment in our state’s most important
resource — Alaskans.”

SB 137 passed the Senate with a vote of 15-4 and now goes to the House for consideration.
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