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Ogan Seeks Succession Amendment
HJR 31 Would Keep Congress Going Despite Terrorist Attack

(JUNEAU) — Therisk of devastating terrorist attacks on federal legislators has prompted state Rep. Scott
Ogan (R-Palmer) to call for a constitutional amendment establishing flexible procedures to keep the
legidative branch of government operating should a majority of congressmen be unable to serve.

“On Sept. 11 theredlity that amajority of U.S. lawmakers could be injured or killed in asingle attack hit
home,” said Ogan. “While the U.S. Constitution empowers governors to appoint interim replacement
for seated senators, the Founding Fathers never envisioned the devastation of weapons of mass
destruction. The U.S. Constitution is silent as to a process to ensure the legislative branch is still
functional in case of anational emergency.”

Ogan yesterday introduced House Joint Resolution 31 in the Alaska State Legidature, calling on the
U.S. Congressto start the process of amending the U.S. Constitution to provide for such emergency
succession. The resolution asks Congress to amend the U.S. Constitution to establish a process of
interim legislative power should a majority of congressman be killed or incapacitated.

“An amendment to the U.S. Constitution must be passed by two-thirds majorities in the House and
Senate, and then must be ratified by two-thirds of the states, or 35 states, within seven years,” said Ogan.
Over hislegidlative career, Ogan has made a detailed study of both the U.S. Constitution and the
minutes of the Constitutional Convention.

“It is extremely regrettable that we even have to consider such contingencies, but one of the best
responses to terrorist threats is to guarantee the continued operation of the system of representative
democracy that apparently arouses such enmity and hatred elsewhere in the world.”

HJR 31 was referred to the House Special Committee on Military and V eterans Affairs.
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http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=22&bill=hjr31
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