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Kelly Bill to Make Care Providers Safer

(JUNEAU) — Following passage by the House Tuesday, Alaskan families that rely on child and adult care are
one step closer to having more safeguards in place, that assure their loved one are cared for in a safe
environment.

Senate Bill 295, sponsored by Sen. Pete Kelly (R-Fairbanks), gives the Department of Health and Social
Services clear authority to conform with current state and federal laws requiring areview of criminal histories
for all people 16 years of age and older who areinvolved in child or adult care. Thisincludes applicants for care
licenses, employeesin care facilities and residents in the homes of care providers.

“Under the current law a care provider may have a child living in the home who is a convicted child molester
and that information could be kept from the licensing agency,” said Kelly. “ Passage of this|egislation removes
those limitations.”

Kelly sayslanguage in the current statute only allows the Division of Juvenile Justice to release certain
information to afew licensing agencies, and then only in specific situations.

“Thislegidation is so important to tearing down a bureaucratic roadblock that has all too often kept us from
knowing if our loved ones are being cared for by criminals,” Kelly said.

SB 295 now moves to the Governor to be signed into law.
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Commentsfrom Sen. Kelly are available at www.akr epublicans.com


http://www.akrepublicans.org/22ndleg/spst/spstsb295.shtml
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