Sponsor Statement
CS HB 2(JUD)(title am)

“An Act relating to the statute of limitationsfor certain civil actionsrelating to acts
constituting sexual offenses; and providing for an effective date.”

CSHB 2(JUD)(title am) isaclean-up bill that clarifies which misdemeanors and felonies
involving sexual assault and sexual abuse have athree-year statute of limitations on civil actions,
and which felonies have no statue of limitations on civil actions.

In 2001, the Twenty-second Legislature passed HB 210 Statute of Limitations: Sexual Assault
and Sexual Abuse of aMinor. Theoriginal intent of HB 210 was to remove the criminal statute
of limitations for felony sexual assault and sexual abuse of aminor. HB 210 was amended on
the House floor and, as aresult, both the criminal and the civil statute of limitations for all felony
sexual assault and felony sexual abuse of aminor were removed. The floor amendment caused
several statutory inconsistencies pertaining to civil statute of limitations.

The 2001 floor amendment did not reference “felony sexual abuse of aminor” and “felony
sexual assault” to particular sections of the criminal code. The floor amendment did not make
clear whether certain feloniesincluded in AS 09.10.060(c) that are not sexual assault or sexual
abuse of aminor, areintended to have: 1. No statute of limitations; 2. A two-year statute of
limitations; or, 3. A three-year statute of limitations.

Also, the floor amendment did not make a specific provision for misdemeanor sexual abuse or
sexual assault crimes. As a consequence, the civil statute of limitations for those crimes dropped
to two years, for tortsin general. Prior to the floor amendment, the statute of limitations was
three years.

CSHB 2(JUD)(title am) establishes the civil statute of limitations at three years for misdemeanor
sexual assault, misdemeanor sexua abuse of a minor, incest, and felony indecent exposure.
Under CS HB 2(JUD)(title am), unlawful exploitation of aminor, aclass B felony, is added to
thelist of sexual assault crimesin which the civil statute of limitationsis removed.
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http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=23&bill=hb2
http://www.akrepublicans.org/pastlegs/22ndleg/spst/spsthb210.shtml
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