Sponsor Statement

SIR 14, FAA flight Service Stations

SIR 14 is aresolution requesting the Federal Aviation Administration to fully staff and

maintain its flight service stationsin Alaska.

Alaskais avast state that relies on air transportation for much of its commerce and
connectivity. A substantial portion of the State of Alaska does not have the road
infrastructure to facilitate the transport of freight and the movement of people.
Furthermore, coastal and river communitiesin Western, Central, and Northern Alaska
lose their marine transportation alternative during the 5 to 8 months of winter ice
conditions.  These communities then are solely dependent on air transportation for

travel, goods and emergency services for a substantial part of the year.

Furthermore, there is alarge number of Alaskans that own and fly airplanes. Indeed,
Alaska has the highest percentage of general aviation users per capitain the United
States. General aviation users depend on FAA flight service stations to inform them of

runway closures and conflicting runway traffic.

FAA flight service stations are essential for the continued safety and dependability of
Alaska' svital air transportation network. Both commercial and private pilots are totally
reliant on the expertise and competence of FAA’ s flight service personnel. The state of
Alaska has over 180 airports that depend on flight service stations for weather updates,

runway conditions, and assistance with safe air travel.

| respectfully urge your support for this resolution, helping to ensure the safety of air
travel in Alaska


http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_bill.asp?session=23&bill=sjr14

