Alaska State Legislature
Session:

SENATOR

STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU, AK
99801-1182
(907) 465-4993
FAX (907) 465-3872

BEN STEVENS
716 WEST 4TH AVENUE
ANCHORAGE, AK
99501-2133
(907) 269-0200
FAX (907) 269-0204

Senate President
SPONSOR STATEMENT
SENATE BILL 60
“An Act extending the termination date of the Statewide Suicide Prevention Council; and
providing for an effective date.”
Suicide is an Alaskan tragedy. On average suicide takes 130 Alaskans every year, nearly twice the
national average. With Alaska’s large geography, multiple cultures, and many communities, addressing
suicide is a complicated matter.
In 2001, the 22nd Alaska State Legislature enacted legislation that created the Statewide Suicide
Prevention Council (SSPC) and tasked it with the mission to reduce suicide through coordination with
public and private entities as well as its own initiatives, and broaden suicide awareness. Under Alaska
Statute 44.29.350, the Council is charged with advising the legislature and the governor on “…actions
that can and should be taken to improve health and wellness throughout the state by reducing suicide
and its effect on individuals, families and communities.”
The council is made up of 15 members. In addition to legislative and executive branch members there
are nine public members. The public appointments represent a broad spectrum of individuals from rural
and urban communities, clergy, youth, and behavioral health community. There is one part-time staff
person to coordinate council activities
Among the council’s accomplishments is a recently completed statewide suicide prevention plan. The
plan sets up goals and strategies for suicide prevention. Currently, the Council is also in the process of
implementing a Follow Back Study and a public awareness campaign. This study consists of voluntary
interviews of family and friends; information from the Medical Examiner’s Office; law enforcement
agencies; and other records as permitted. The media campaign fulfils the council’s mission to educate
Alaskans on suicide and its devastating effects.
The findings from a recently conducted sunset audit recommend the SSPC to continue in its work of
research, broadening public awareness, collaborating prevention and intervention efforts around the state
and in making recommendations to the Governor and Legislature.
Senate Bill 60 will extend the termination date of the council to 2009 allowing the Statewide Suicide
Prevention Council to continue in their mission.

