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Fact Sheet for: Senate Bill 154
Short Title: JUVENILE DELINQUENCY PROCEEDINGS
Summary:
Applies the State's juvenile delinquency laws to a person 18 years or older if the
person is alleged to have committed a violation of criminal law that occurred when
the person was under 18, and the period of limitation has not expired.
Amends Court Rule 3(e), Alaska Delinquency Rules, to allow juvenile offenders to
participate telephonically in certain proceedings in which personal appearance is
not essential to the fair disposition of the matter. Court Rule changes require twothirds vote of the legislature.
Specifies that a juvenile has the right, and the ability to waive the right, to be
physically present in court for: arraignment, adjudication, disposition, probation
revocation, extension of jurisdiction and waiver of jurisdiction hearings.
Benefits:
Improves the State's ability to hold juvenile offenders accountable for their conduct.
Allowing juveniles to appear telephonically increases the efficiency of the juvenile
justice system and avoids expensive and time-consuming travel.
Background:
SB 154 fills a serious gap in Alaska statutes that allows young offenders to avoid
prosecution if their role in a crime is not discovered or charges are not filed until
after the offender becomes 18 years of age. Under current law, the juvenile justice
system is responsible when a person under 18 commits a delinquent act, and the
adult system is responsible when a person over 18 commits a crime. However,
recent court decisions have exposed a loophole that gives neither the adult nor
juvenile system clear jurisdiction when a minor commits a crime but it is not
discovered, or proceedings are not filed, until the person reaches 18. In a recent
case in Kenai, the State filed a Petition for Adjudication of Delinquency on a 19year-old who was alleged to have committed a sexual assault when he was 17. The
Superior Court dismissed the petition, holding "there is nothing in the statutes that
suggests the legislature contemplated adjudication trials for adults who committed
crimes as juveniles."

Fact Sheet Revision Date Tuesday, May 03, 2005 05:27 PM

