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Summary:
= Excludes airport properties from AS 14.08.151(b), which directs the state to convey
title to land and buildings used in relation to regional educational attendance area
schools when requested to do so by the regional school board.

Benefits:
= Resolves a conflict between AS 02.15.020, which requires the Department of
Transportation & Public Facilities to retain “satisfactory property interest” in
airport facilities in order to participate in federal grant programs, and AS
14.08.151, which gives regional school boards the opportunity to obtain title to
land/structures for regional educational attendance area (REAA) schools.

= Saves the departments of Transportation and Education time, effort and money
needed to settle conflicting claims.

= Ensures that DOT&PF will be able to meet Federal Aviation Administration
requirements and obtain federal funding for airport projects in REAAs.

= Conforms statute to legislative intent.

Background:

= AS 02.15.020 requires DOT&PF to conform to federal requirements in order for
the State to participate in federal grants. The Federal Aviation Administration
requires DOT&PF to certify assurances that it has “satisfactory property interest”
in the airport to obtain these necessary federal grants. A newer statute, AS
14.08.151(b) gives a regional school board the opportunity to receive title to land
and buildings used in relation to REAAs. Several regional schools are located on
state airport properties, some in close proximity to active runways and airport
infrastructure. At various times, regional school boards have requested that
DOT&PF convey full title of the airport land to the schools. A mandatory title
transfer of this type would violate AS 02.15.020 and breach federal grant
agreements. While the Alaska Legislature clearly intended to allow regional school
boards the option of greater control over facilities through acquisition of title, no
record exists that the Legislature intended to do so at the cost of federal liability,
significant loss of federal funding and a degraded state airport system.
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